Hypertension secondary to chlorpropamide with amelioration by changing to insulin.
A retrospective analysis of the records of 22 type II diabetics whose treatment had been changed from insulin to chlorpropamide was performed to investigate the relative effects of insulin and chlorpropamide on blood pressure. Although diastolic BP index was not significantly different between the treatments, systolic BP index was significantly higher on chlorpropamide than on insulin (141 +/- 3 v 135 +/- 3 mm Hg, P = .02). In 10 patients in whom insulin was reinstituted, systolic BP fell significantly (P < .005), suggesting that in type II diabetics chlorpropamide exerts a relative hypertensive effect in comparison to insulin.